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Under H"ule 9.1 of the Rules lbr1lnfor*ement of L*r+yer Ctrduet {gl-C), th* follcwirrg

Stipr.ilation to reprimand is entered into by the Office of Disciplinarl- Courrsel (ODC) of the

Washing&ur State Bar Association {'&ssqrcin1i*n) through clirciplin*ry couns*l fu{ Craig Blay anrl

Respondent lawyer h4ark Evan Didrickson.

Respondent unelersta*ds that he is entitled under rhe ELC t* a h*aring* ts pre*ent

exhibit* and witness*s on his bchalf, and to h*v* a h**ring *fficrn del*rrmins the f*cts,

miscr:*clu*t nud *anction in this r.r:se" ltespondent ti.rrlher ni:d*rst*n<ls that h* is er?tithd under

the ELC tc ap;:e*l {hs **lcome of a he*ring t* {}re l}isriplixnry &**rd, snd, in mrtaia ease$. tlte

$uprerne C*urt. k*spr:nd*nt further'*nd*rstar:*s trh*t a he*dng ar*r{ *pp*al s*uid r*sult :in nn

*utcofil* mnr* fbv*r$bl* *r less favorahl* * hin:- i{"*sB*nd*ni *h*m** t* r*s*lvs this

prro*e*rli*g n*w by ent*ring ixt* {h* Ii:ll*wing stip*lati+l'l tc **cts. rnisconduct and sanciion tn
lltip*lntinn r* BErrinur*d fifl'Ic.E t]tr:' tli$c$r1-ihiARY C$il{SrL

ln re

h,gAX{H trVAN $T$RTCKST}N,

I-awyer (Bar No. ?034P).

Pr*eeedtns Li*. i+*0 ?A*Y)

ODC Filc No(s). 09-0i812, I l-01433

STIPLII,ATION TO REP}q IMANI)

#F X;-iF. WA$1.*Fi*r{}lr $TA,{ti lrAft. A5ii{}{:tA'lloN
lil$ 4d' Arenue. Suire ti00
S*attle, WA $81*1"1539

q7tt4172t-82{J7
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avoid the risk, ti*re. and expenso atlendrnt to further proeeedings.

T. A}MI$$ION TS Pnl.ACTICf,

I. Respondent wa* admitted to practiec IavE in the State of lVashington eir February l,

1991.

I{. $TIPULATN} TACTS

2. Respondent represer$ed his matlrer-inlaw Carmen Cobb in a medical malpractice

eass.

3. Respond*nt settled Ms. Cobb's claim fior $77,50CI, deposited funds in trust, made

appropriate disbursals, nnd held $21,000 in trust fbr the purposs of paying subrcg*ted insurer

elaims when anrounts s,ere sattled.

4. Respondent took a 25 percent contingent &e based on an oral agreement wi,th Ms.

Cobb.

5" Respon.dent did not h*ve a written contingenl {ee agrxement with Ms. Cobb.
p#r,

S. Between 2002 and 20fi7, on four occasions, Resp*ndent bor-rowed $8,500 frorn Ms.

Cobb with her consent.

7. At the times R.etpondent horrowed the funds, Ms. Cobb was stili a elienf.

8" At the times Respondent borrowed the ftrnds, Ms. C*bb did not have diminished

mental or physical eapacify.

9. By borowing fi*nds from Ms. Cobb, Respondent enter*d intr busir:ess transacti*ns

with a client"

10. The t*nxs of the lcans $,ere not trartsxtilted ix xriting.

'11" Re*pondont tcld Ms. Cobb that they need*d to m$et and p*t the l*arr* in writing but

she said it was not a priority"

litipuiation to &eprirumd
F*ge 2

O}TICE OF NISCiPLINARY COUNSEL
OF THH WA$HTNOTON STATH tr}Afi. ASSOCIATI*N

t-1?.5 4e Atenuc" $uite 600
Saattlq WA 98101-2539
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L3. Ilespoudeni suggested a {i.$ per**nt interest rate in a letter to Ms. Cobb, b*t no t&nr

for payr:nenl of inter*st was evet agreed on or reduced tu u,.riting.

13" Resp*rrdnnt rjid not aclvise Ms. C+bh tei *e*k adltee of ind*p*nd*nl l;*un*cl befure

lending him the m$ney.

14. Ms. Cobb die<i in 2009.

I$.ll"enp*nd*nt made :ro p&ymenti r;n the h:an nntil the issue rnme up dtring tha

probate *f Ms. Cohb's *state.

1S, On May 18, 201fl, It*xpon<**nt rcpaid the $S,5S0 prin*ipnl {o Ms. Cohb's esrare.

i?. Respondent did rmt pn3, i*terest rx thry brxr*w*d fu:rds.

I S, The persorral rr:presentative *rf th* ext*te diql rxrt put$ue th* payurent *f interest and

ueated the loans as if rhey werepaid irr tull.

tr9, 'l'he e$tate wffs closed.

{II" STIPUX,J\TI#N T{} W$X*&T{$trS

20. By takirrg a **nti:rgenl fe* in a matter with*ut har.ing a rvritten {*e agreein*nto

Respofldent vi*lated RIC LStcXt).

?1.8y *fitsring into busincss trun*actions rvith a client on temns lhat wsre n$t

tra*smittfld in writing, a*d by not adviting the cli*nt {* s*ek adviee of an inde pendent lawyer

regariling the transactious, l{.espondent violated RPC 1.8(a).

}V. T'&S$R E}X$CETLXI{fl

?7. llesp*rrdrnt ei*es n$t. hsvs any pri*r puhltc discipline,

V, APPLNCAT"IfiH &$ A"I}& $?ANS}&{As}S

;3. ltr'he f-a1tror,r'ri::rg Anrerica* Bar Ass**i*tla* $taad*.r*t .li:r ltl:$r:sia*-{*a}ixgl,San.a!}grls

{1* t sd. & F*}:. I99? firlpp.} upply t* *:is ras*:

*ripul*tit:n rrr H*prira*utr {)rrlC}i {}F ntsctpl-il:,iAft,y **{Ji!$$L.
Page 3 r)l tl,L uiA$i-ili'iGTol'; sl'.{t E aAt{ ,qiisoclA u{}ti
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4.31 llisbxrnrent is g*nerally appr*priale when a [ar,,yer, wirhout rhe infhrmxd

c*nsen1 ollclinntis):
(a) elrgages in re1:resentalion of a ctienr knowing that Lhe iarvy-er's

inter$st$ *rn advers* tn th* clienl's r,l'i{h the intsnt to beuefjt the
lawyor ilr *nothsr, anctr rruscn serio*s *r pr:t*ntixlly s*ri*us injury
to the clienu or

{bi simulta*eously rcpresenrs elients that thr lawyer kmrws have
aelverse inlcrests with the intenl to benefit the lawyer or another,
afld c&uses $erious ol pct*r:*atrly seri*xs iqjury r* a clienr; *r

{r:) represcnls a elient in a ffiatter suhst*rrially r*latrd k; * marter in
which tlTe i*ter*sfs of a present or fnri:sr client arr materialll'
adve tse, and knowingly uses infbrmatiorr rctating to the
r*pre*nntxtion *f a *ti**t **i;h the inrent to beneflt the lawyer or
another end ffails$s srrious or psrentiall) serious injury to a. elienl.

4.32 Suspensiorr is generally appropriate rvlren a lawl'er knorvs of a conflict of
interest *nil does not t'ully disclose to * cJient the possible effb*t of that
c*nflieto and causes injury ar pnt*xtial iniury to * r:ii*rrt"

4.33 ft.eprimane{ is generally apprnpriat* rvhe* a luwyer i* negligent in
deiermining whether the representntion of e $lient may ba materially
afhcted by {he tr*rwyer'$ sw$ inter*rts, or wlretirer ttre lepreserrtntlox lvill
adl-er*cly affect another client, and e;iuses irrjury or poteiltiftl injury t* a
client.

4.34 Adrnoniti*n is gerrer*lly *ppropriate urhen a i*wy*r eng*ges in an
isolaisd in*taner r:f neglig*nce ir: <{eterrfiining *hxthrr ihe repres*nt:1i*n
*f'a *lierl may be rnaterially *fl'ected by the lalvycr's own intcrests, *r'
whe*er the representation q,ill adversely affect another clieut, and causes

little or no acrual or pot*lrtiai injur;' to a clisntr.

,4#A $t**dN\.$
?.1 l)ixban:tent is generall;, uppropriat* whan e lawyer kn*wingly onga$es iu

condust that i$ fl vi*latio* nila duty owe<} *s u professi*na! wirh the intent
ta obt*itt a bene$t fur {he l*uyrr +r a**lh*r, and csns*s serio*s *r'
potentially serious injury, to a cliert the publie, or ths I*gal $y$t*r11.

7 "2 Suspensinn is generall.v appropriat* when a lawy*r k*owi*gly *ngagen in
eonduet that is a violati*n *f * dury orved as '* prrrfessional ard c*us*s
injury or pote.nrial injury to a client th* publi*, or tlre tregal flysteffi.

7.3 R*primand is g*neraliy ap:r*priatr whe* a lar,lyrrr n*glig*nily engages in
*onduet that i* a l'ir:l*tiun ilf a duty i:n'ed as a professional and e&uses

injury or p*tss{ial iqiury- to a *li*nt, th* public* nr the lega} *ysteur"
? "4 A*lmr*niti** i* 6er:erally *ppru$ria{,* a,liem a }arvy*r engxges i* am

isolaied insta*ee of negligence thai is * viol*tii:n iil a duty owed xs a
professional, and cRuses liUle or,1o actual af potefttial injull to a client,
th* publi*, *r th* l*gal sy$tem"

24. lt**por:d*ntns me*t*l xtate, rvas neglig*nt.

Slipul*li{}E t{} l{*1}rir{r&{l
Pagr 4
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?5. Respur:clen{'s c*nelurlt injured Ms. Cnbb ir: that she lost the us* CIf th* funds <}r"rring

thc period of thc loan and did not eam any irrrercsr.

3S.'l'h* pmsumptive sarrction is reprimand undrr ABA $taqsla:& {.i3 and ?"3,

27. 'lhc fbllowing aggravatirrg factors apply, under ABA g-underd 9.22:

(d) multipic offenses: ancl

{i) substantlal exp*riencr in tlie ptrrctice of law.

?8. Th* following mitigating Faeforc apply under ABA Standsrd S.3?:

(a) abs*nce of * prior di*r,iplinary rccord: mrd

{Q remorse.

39. It is an additional mitig*ting tactor that Resp*ndent ha* *greed trr resolve this uratter

at *n *arly $tage ofth$ Brerc**dings.

30" O* balarce lhe aggravatlng and mitigating &ctars da no{ require a clcparture from

the p:'esum ptive san*tinn.

VT. ST:T[i{,ATfr3} E}TSCITLINE

31. The parlies stipulate that ltcspondent shall reccive a Reprin:and l'or lris c'onducl.

VIi. Ktr$TITUT}*N

32. il'hare is n* rcstituli*n owing in flri: mclter hecause tle principal rv*s paid, tirere was

no agr*sment fcr paym*nt i:f interest at sily set intere*t rata, the pe*sonal xepresentntive. of the

estate elid nr:t Fursu* psyment o{ interest, and the Bstals w&s clcscri.

vnlx" il*s's"s AI{t} .mxpn}{sfi $

33" ln light af,Resp*tdent's u,illingn*ss to l'esolvr this nratter by stipiilatio:: at ar: erlrly

stag* of 't}:e pr*c*edlr.'r6*, ftr*sp*::dent rhall pry sLi)ffir*y {*e* a*tl *<lryrirristrativc i)$sts of $750 in

flfe*rdanc* r+'i:h EI."C i3.9(il. I'hc Association will seek a n:r:ney judg:lert ruieleriil.,il 13.9{i} if

the*e cns$ ari; ilot p*iri withi.n 3{} elay* of s*By *f a* *rder *pp::*vi:ng rhis stipuiarion.

$tipr.rlatir:rr {* ltepri:rarxd {]FrIflE {.lr i}tsuIFLIHAkY {t{lll$$fil.
{}r' g Hu w Asill t"ricT{Js $"f ,{I t: BAlr AB$tJCtAl1t}i!

1325 4* Ar*nue. Srit* di{t$

Seilrilo, WA 9St0l-;$3*
{2*$i72'7-8:}fii
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34. .tt**pr:nd**t states that pri*r ta e*tmring irrt* this litipulatior: he had ar: opportumity trr

sqtnsult inrtrepend*nt ltgcl coun*el rcgarcling this Stipularion, that R*spc*elent is enterilrg int*

tiris $tipulation vtluntarilv. and that no prornises or threats hav* been rnarl* b;, ODC. thr

Association. nor by any reprs$*r1t*tirie thsrnuf. t* inc{u*e the Respondenf t* e*ler int* this

S{ipulation except as provided herein.

l$. *r,ce fuliy executerJ, thi$ stipul*tion is a cnntraet gr:verned by the legai prineipl*s

applicable ts con{ract$, *nd n'ray not be $flilsterally revokad *r nirdi{ied hy eithcr parry.

X- J"Th{}T,&TT$NS

36. This S{ipuiation is a compr*mis* .tgr*mqnt ir:t*nded tc; resolve this mntt*r i*

aecordance with the purpose$ *f lawyer <triseiplinc while avoiding funher prr:ceedings and the

expendirtrre of additio.n*l tesourc*s by tii* Responclent aud ODC. llorh the Respondellr nilwyer

and fii)fl acknolvledge that the r**uil ofter fui'ther proe*ndings in this mat"ter riiight differ fr*m

the r*sult agreed to hsrein.

37. This $tipul*ti*n ls rrot bindir:S up*rl fitlC or the mspr:r:der'1! as & statement ol'atrl

existing facts relating to the pr:of*ssional r:nndu*t r:f the re*p*ndent lawy*r, and axy additi*n*l

existing facts may l're proven in any subsequenr clisciplinary proceedings.

38.'Ihis $tipul*ttorr remlts J?*m t]'re cfinsiderati$n of v*rious far;t*rs by both garti*s,

in*luding the bcr:efi.ts t* bolh by pr*mptly rcsolving this malrer q,ith+ui the tiffis a*d expe*sr *f

hr;arings, *)is*iplinary Soard apptnls, ard Siuprem* f{)l}r{ eppeels or p*{itii}xs f*r rcview" As

xueh, appruval ot"rhis Stipulati*n wiii llot con$titnt* prceeelenlin rl$*n*ining rhe appropri*t*

sanctioit t* h* i;tlpfl,$$d in r:tErel cases; hut^ if xppr*v+d. this $tiputarion will be adnrissible ir:

*ubseclu*nt prte*edings agai*st H,espr:***nt to the seffi* *x{s,rt &s fli}y *ther appr*v*el

Stipulado* tr: ileprir:am<l *r{rl{:$ Or $l$CIPLB"irrEY *(}Lli\Sll.
*il'ITjk vA$t-fi1\tsT*li $'rATr. ts&&,q$$(}(:1."\]l{)i\;

.l 3?5 {'h,\r unr.re. Srlit.' 100
S*rittl*" 1!A +gt ill -?.c39

(206) ???.S:il?
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Stlpulation.

J9. Under ELC 3.1(b), all documeilts that form the reoord beforc &e Flearing Officer for

his ar her review become publia in{i:rmatian on approv*l of the Stipulation by the Hearing

Officer, unless disclosure is restricted by *rder or rule of lew.

40.If thts $tipulation iu approv*d by the *{earing Oflicer, it will be follaw*d by

diseiplinary action agreed to in this Stipulation. All notieos required in the Rules

Enfureement of Lawyer Conduot will be rNade.

41. If thir Stipulation is not approvcd by the Hearing OfYioer, this Stipulatiax will have

no furce or effrct, *nd nsither it nor the f*et of its execution will b* adrnisaibls as evidrnce in

the pending disoiplinary proceeding, in any x*bsequent diseiplinary proceeding, or irt any civil

ar criminal action.

WHEREFORE tfie undersigned being fully advised, adopt and agree to this Stipul*tion

to Discipiine as set forth above.

Dated: ;]"u-*"&. ,j,-.* 5I4

M Craig Bray, S
Diseiplinary..Ooiin se I

$tipul*titrt to Reprinarud
Page ?

0FtrICE OF SISC$LIHAR.Y C0U1"ISEL
Gi.. TIM WASHINOT.0N STATE BAR &$SOC1ATIO}"]

1325 4$ Auenue, Suire 600
$eanlo, WA 98101-?SIg

Q${tl727-*2{17

Evan Didrickson, B*rNo. 2A349

the

for
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