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BEFORE THIE

0CT 17 2017

DISCIPLINARY BOARD

OF Thi:

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Inre
NICOLE B. CHAFETZ,

Lawyer (Bar No. 20761).

)

1, Nicole Chafetz, declare as (Ollows:

ODC File No(s). 17-01353,17-01374. 17-
01416, 17-01449. and 17-01481
(UAMSH ND- \1{33 000Xy
RESIGNATION IFORM OF NICOLE 13,
CHAFETZ (ELC 9.3(b))

1. Lam over the age of cighteen years and am competent. | make the statements in

this declaration from personal knowledge.

2 I was admitted 1o practice law in the State of Washington on October 24, 1991,

3. 1 have voluntarily decided to resign from the Washington State Bar Association

(the Association) in Licu of Discipline under Rule 9.3 of the Rules for Entorcement of Lawyer

Conduct (EL.C).

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit A s Disciplinary Counsel’s statement of alleged

misconduct for purposes of LL.C 9.3(b).

Resignation Form ot Chalety
tELC 9.3(hn

[ wm awiare of the alleged misconduct stated in

OFPICE OF IISCIPLINARY COUNSIFLL

OF THE WASTING FON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

1325 4™ Avenue, Suile 601
Seattle. WA 98101.2539
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disciplinary counsel’s statement bu

. rather than defend against the allegations, 1 wish 1o

permanently resign from membership in the Assaciation,

5. | consent to entry of an

this matter.

arder under BLC 13.9(¢) assessing expeases ol $1,500 in

6. I agree o pay any additional costs that may be ordered by a Review Commitiee

under ELC 9.3(g).  Disciplinary cou

this time.

1sel has indicated that he is not aware of additional costs at

7. 1 understand that my resignation is permanent and that any future application by

me for reinstatement as a member ol

the Association is currently barred. 117 the Supreme Court

changes this rule or an application is otherwise permitted in the future, it will be treated as an

application by one who has been

disharred lor cthical misconduct, and that. i’ T file an

application, 1 will not be entitled to a reconsideration or reexamination of the facts. complaints,

allcgations. or instances of alleged m

isconduct on which this resignation was based.

8. lagree to (a) notify all other states and jurisdictions in which | am admitied. of this

resignation in licu of discipline; (b)

scek to resign permanently (rom the practice of law in any

jurisdiction where | am admitted to practice; and (¢) provide disciplinary counsel with copies of

this notification and any responses,

disbarment by all other jurisdictions.

9. | agree to () notify al

from which | have a professional lic

this resignation in lieu of discipline;

(¢) provide disciplinary counsel with

Resigmition Form of Chatuty
(ELC Y. X
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1 acknowledge that this resignation could be treated as a

| other professional licensing agencics in any jurisdiction
ense that is predicated on my admission to practice law of
(b) seek o resign permanently from any such lcense; and

copies of any of these notifications and any responses.

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4 Avenue, Suite 600
Seattle. WA 98101.2539
(200) 727-8207
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H. Tagree that when applyi
license to practice i

i
endorsement and filing of this docum
counsel has pgreed to fle this vesignag

12, When my resignation b
apply-toea disbiired lovyer,

13, Upon filing of my test
disbarred lawyer under TLC 14,1 theo
understand that, after 1

4, i

pever be eligible 1o apply and will

practice of law nor will T be eligible &
3. b cordfy under penalty ¢

the foregoing is trae and um'mcl

R4 P 2T

hiew ol disciphioe o response  any qumti%m

understand that my v

ceomes effective, 1 agree to besubject to all restrictions that

Wr admission for any Hmited practice of faw.

Sy k«%
"’r*--,

1w for any employ

ent, Twill disclose the resignation in |
;

cearding disciplinary action or the status of my

esignation becomes efTective on diseiplinary connsel’s

sot avith the Clerk, and thar under ELC 9.3{¢) disciplinary

ion promptly afier Qotaber 12, 2017,

anation, 1 agree to comply with the same duties as a
ugh BLO 1
1 resignation becomes effective, it is permanent. Tavill

1ot be considered for admission or reinstatement o {he

[ periury under the faws of the Stae of Washington that

A=

Date and Place

ENDORSED BY:

L wke

Nicole B, CHaferz, Bar No. 20761

o~

7«1}}&1&%1;13} Burke, Disciplingry Counscl
Bar No, 20910 |
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BEFORETHE
DISCIPLENARY BOARD

OF THE

WASHINGTON STATE BARASSOCIATION

Inre ODC Tile Nogsy 17-01353.17-0105374, 17-
| G146, 17-01449, and 17-01481
NICOLE B. CHAFETZ,
‘ STATEMENT OF ALLEGED
Lawver (Bar No, 207613 MISCONDUCT UNDER ELCOGHD

The following constitutes a Statement of Alleged Misconduet under Rule 9.3(bi) ot
the Rules for Enforeement of Lawyer Conduet (ELCL
1 ADMISSION TO PRACTICE

. Respondent Nicole B, Chafetz (Respondent) was admitted to the practice of law in

the State of Washington on October 23 19at,
i%l. ALLEGED FACTS
2 During all material ‘sil%nc:;. Respondent™s Taw practice Tocused on reproseniing
clionts i omarital disselutions. ﬁ:%’:§;§<§ custody mutiers, and other fimily law maters, and

dependency actions.
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3. In 2017 Respondent re
Trial in the matter was scheduled to
4o On August 10, 2017,
Respondent was scheduled 1o presen
5. Prior 1o presenting C
practicing law and move to the Midy

6. On Saturday, August |

. YR | . . .
resented client CCOa defendant in s dependency action.

be held rom August 922017 through August 16, 2017,

he state rested s case in CCTs dependeney procecding.
CCs defense starting on August 14, 2017,

C's defense. Respondent decided 1o immediately quit
st Lo pursue a carcer in writing and/or another profession,

. 2017. Respondent sent an email to a partner at her law

firm with the subject line =1'm doneibeing a fawver and ves | am in the middie of a wial.”™ The

email asks the partner 10 have someo
finish CC’s trial.

7. On Saturday, August |

ne inform the court that she will not be returning 1o court to

2. 2017, Respondent sent an email to Kathryn Katka. the

assistant attorney general handling the dependency case for CCLstating:

[ am running away from he
probably nced to file a bar
pursuit while the world is |
walking like this. but that 1

me. | owill not be in court on Monday. You will
complaint against me. The law seems like a silly
ling apart,  Tell [CCY that I am really sorry for
1 ol walking out on her, I believe in her. She may

gualify for public detense at this time, [ hope that she get evervthing she wants in

life, | have decided very late
me happy. [think itis in the

in life 1o look Tor what itis in my life that will make
center of the country.

8. Respondent never informed the court that she was not going to appear for trial.

9. Respondent drove 1o 1
without notifving her clients,
10, Respondent’s failure

procecdings in the CC's dependencey

he Midwest and effectively abandoned her law practice

show up at the tial on August 14, 2017 disrupted the

case and the administration ot justice.

oo I addition o CC Respondent abandoned other elients, including Destiny Dutton.

" nitials are used for clients who did not

Statement of Alleged Misconduct
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file a grievimee against Respondent,

OFFICE OF DISCIPEINARY COUNSEL
OF THE WASHINGION STATE BAR ANSOCIATION
F3234" Avenue. Suite 60N
Seatle, WA 0S101-2339
(206) 727-8207
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Jason Cardis, Jav [Leishman, Mikahd

DDLKFOHACSIOTS cand T,

12, Respondent failed to di

il Malinovsky. SALIB, AKL VL IWO AL PECADL TS CV.L

ligently represent Rick Catheart in o marital dissolution by

not appearing at a hearing on February 20, 2016, and by not submitting a response to a motion

for temporary orders by the opposing parly.  As a result. the court ordered Catheart to pay

$7.500 in attorney lees and ordered |

13, Respondemt tailed to d
hearing on September 2, 2016 1o ¢
resulting in the Japse of the temporar

14, In March 2017, Respon

im to pay monthly maintenance and child support.
ligently represent Destiny Dutton by failing to appear at a
xtewd o temporary restraining order against Lyn Vought

v restraining order,

dent tailed to diligendy represent Jason Cardis by lailing to

attend a status conference in a parenting plan modification matier resulting in dismissal of the

case filed by Mr. Cardis,

15, Many of Respondent’s client files were stored at her residence.  Alter Respondent

lelt tor the Midwest. her husband provided some but not all client liles 1o Respondent’s law

(irm.  Respondent Failed to promptly return the client files to her elients.

1.

ALLEGED MISCONDUCT.

16. By abandoning CC during trial. abandoning her law practice and her clients

withoul reasonable notice. and by n
clients after she abandoned her prac
and RPC 8.4(d).

17, By failing to altend hes

Cardis. Respondent violated RPC 1.3,

Statement of Adlered Misconaduel
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ot returning client files and/or other property belonging to

ice. Respondent violated RPC T3 RPC L4 RPC 1 I6(d).

rings for clients Rick Catheart. Destiny Dutton. and Jason

OFFICE OF DISCIPEINARY COUNSIELL
O T NWASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
F3250 Avenue, Suite i
Seattle, WA URIDE-2539
(206 T27-8207
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DATED this 2.2" " day of

Statement of Alleged Misconduct
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S i/r’rem e 2017,

Jonathan Burke, Bar No. 20910
Senior Disciplinary Counsel

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
OF "THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4™ Avenue, Suite 600
Seattle. WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207




