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BEFORE THE
DISCPLINARY BOARD

OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Notice of Reprimand

Lawyer Steven W. Kim, WSBA No. 31051, has been ordered Reprimanded by the

following attached documents: Order on Stipulation to Reprimand and Stipulation to

Reprimand.

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

ci pi r r'rall I'ini-r rtl

Notice of Reprimand
Page I of I

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
1325 Fourth Avenue - Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207

Kevi6 Bank
Counsel to the Disciplinary Board
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BEFORE THE
DISCPLINARY BOARD

OF THE
WASHINCTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Proceeding No. I 7#00069

ORDER ON STIPULATION TO
REPRIMAND

I

J

i

,i

t

Steven W. Kim,
:

Lawyer (Bar No. 31051).

On review of the October 31, 201? Stipulation to Reprimand and the documents on file

in this matter,

IT IS ORDERED that the October 31,2017 Stipulation to Reprimand is approved.

Datedthis gtst dayof octob.er ,2017.

CENTIFICATF OF S[q\IICE

! ceiril:r that I ca,sprr a conv or,n. ilf#t $4$147 ififil0 n't0

Order on Stipulation
Page I

Raridolph O. Petgrave,

lur {.)if tce oi l,lis,^inlir',a, u Snlrtrsnl arrr'J rq hp nraill'"'i
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BEFORE THE
DISCIPLINARY BOARD

OFTHE
WASHTNGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

I

Proceeding No. I 7#00069
I

ODC File No. 16-01384

STIPULATION TO REPRIMAND
I

Under Rule 9.1 of the Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC), the following

Stipulation to reprimand is entered into by the Oflice of Disciplinary Counscl (ODC) of the

Washington State Bar Association (Association) through disciplinary counsel Debra Slater and

Respondent lawyer Steven W. Kim.

Respondent understands tlrat he is entitled under the ELC to a hearing, to present

exhibits and wiuresses on his behalf, and to have a hearing officer determine the facts,

misconduct and sanction in this case. Respontlent further understands that he is ortitled under

the ELC to appeal the outcome of a hearing to the Dsciplinary Board, and, in certain cases, the

Suprerne Court. Respondent further understands that a hearing and appeal could result in an

outcome more favorable or less favorable to him. Respondent chooses to resolve this

proceeding now by entering into the following stipulation to facts, misconduct and sanction to
Stipulation to Discipline
Page I

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSET
OFTHE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

ll?5 4'h Aveauc, Suitc600
Scanlc WA 98101-2539

(2061721-E207

STEVEN W. KIM,

lawyer{Bar No.3l05l).
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avoid the risk, time, and expense attendant to further proceedings.

I. ADMISSION TO PRACTICE

l. Respondent was admitted to practice law in the state of washington on May 30,

200t.

II. STIPULATED FACTS

2. On Saturday, Juty 30, 2016, 19 year old Allen lvanov shot and killed three people

and wounded a fourth.

3. On the same date, Respondent rnel with lvanov's parents and was hired to

rryresent lvanov in criminal proceedings in Snohomish County Superior Court.

4. Ivanov's nlother gave Respondenl a copy of a two page letter that had been written

by Ivanov before the shootingsi The letter identified family and friends, with a brief statement

about each of them and appeared to be a "good-bye" letter that reflected that the shootings

were prerneditated. The tetter also reflected that Ivanov was suicidal.

5. After being hired, Respondent met with lvanov, who was in custody in the

Snohomish Countyjail.

6. Respondent did not discuss the "good-bye" letter u,ith lvanov, nor did Ivanov give

Respondent permission to provide the letter to the police or the press,

7. On July 31, 2016, Respondent spoke with Detective Walvatne of the Snohonrish

County SherifPs office. Detective Walvatne told Respondent that the "good-bye" letter had to

be turned over to inve.stigators at the Mukilteo Police Departnent, the lead investigative

agency on the case.

8. Shortly thereafter, Ivanov's

terminated Respondent.

Stipuhtion ro Disciplirre
Page 2

parents decided to hire diffbrent lawyers and

OFFICE OF DISCIPLTNARY COUNSEL
OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

t325 4tn Avcrruc, Suitc 6ff)
scarrtc. wA 98t0t-2519

(206) 7??.s20?



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

t0

ll

t2

l3

l4

l5

t6

t7

l8

t9

20

2t

22

23

24

9' On Monday' August I,2016, Respondent went to the Snohomish County jail to

again meet with lvanov. Ivanov confirmed that Respondent had been terminated.

I0. A KIRO 7 news reporter was outside the jail. Kirn participated in an interview

with the r€porter and showed lvanov's "good-bye" letter to the reporter. Respondent

displayed the letter and altowed the reporter to photograph it.

ll. On the same day, Respondent was interviewed in his horne by a el3 tetevision

reporter. The interview was broadcast on the I t:00 p.m. news that night. Respondent gave a

copy of the "good-bye" Ietter to the reporter, who displayed the letter on csmera. Respondent

described the contents of the letter and the reporter read portions of the letter on camera.

12.After the interyiew aircd, a Ql3 in-studio reporter commented on the interview,

, saying that the victims' families "cotainly believed there was premeditation.,'

13. Excerpts from the interview appeared on el3,s website. A copy of the ..good-

bye" letter was included on the website.

14. A copy of the "good-bye" lefler arso appeared on the King5 website.

15. On August 2,2016, Respondent was intenriewed by Dori Monson on KIRO radio.

16. During lhe Monson interview, Monson inquired about the "good-bye" letter.

Respondent told Monson that the letter had beat given to him by lvanov's mother and that

after reading it, he felt he needed to provide it to the police because it showed lvanov was

suicidal.

17. Respondent provided a copy of the letter to Monson, who tlrcn read excerpts to

which Respondent responded.

18. Respondent also spoke with a Seattle Times newspaper reporter. He confirmed

that he had received the "good-bye" letter from lvanov.s molher.

Stipuladon to Discipline
Pogc 3

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
OF THE WASHINCTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

1325 4s Avcnue, Suitc 600
Scanle, WA 9810t.2539

Qaq727-82fi7
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19. On Tuesday, August 2. 2016, Respondent met with Detective

Mukilteo Police Department and provided the "good-bye" lener to the police.

become a public record

Emst of the

The letter did

III. STIPULATION TO MISCONDUCT

20. By revealing information relating to his representation of Ivanov without tvanov's

infonned @nsent, Respondent violated RPC 1.6 and RPC 1.9

2l.By parlicipating in inrerviews and providing the "good-bye" letter to the media

when the,re was a likelihood that such disclosures would materially prejudice lvanov's

criminal case, Respondent violated RPC 3.6.

ry. PRIOR DISCIPLINE

22. Respondent has no prior discipline.

V. APPLTCATION OF ABA STANDARDS

23.The following American Bar Association Stqdards for lmposine Lawyer

Sagctions (1991 ed. & Feb. 1992 Supp.) appty to this case. Copies of thepertinent ABA

Standards are attached hereto as Exhibit A.

24. ABA Standard 4.2 applies to violations of RPC 1.6 and RPC 1.9.

25. Respondent acted knowingty when he reveated information about his

representation of lvanov. There was potential injury to lvanov in that the "good.bye" letter

could be constnred as evidence of premeditation, which would harm lvanov's case.

26. The presumptive sanction for Respondent's violations of RPC t.6 and RPC I .9 is

suspansion.

27. ABA Standard 7.0 applies to violations of RPC 3.6. Respondent acted knowingly

when he participated in intenriews wirh reporters and provided the "good-bye" letter to them.

Stiputalion to Disciplinc
Pzge4

OFFICE OF DISCIPI-INARY COUNSEL
OF THE WASHINCTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

1325 Ctr Avenuc. Suite600
Seatdc, WA 9El0l-2539

1206)727-8207
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There was potential injury to lvanov. However, there was no actuat injury to lvanov as he

pleaded guiltyto the charges.

28, The presumptive sanction for Respondenl's violation of RPC 3.6 is suspension.

Z9.Tlte following aggravating factors apply under ABA Starldard 9.22:

(i) substantial experienoe in the practice of law [Respondort was
admilted to practice in Washingron in 20011.

30. The following mitigating factors apply underABA Standard 9.32:

(a) absence of a prior disciplinary remrd;
G) character or reputation [Respondent was invited by the South

Korean govemment to teach Korean prosecutors trial practice
skills and to lecture on the American Criminal Justice Sptem in
anticipation of South Korea's adoption of a grand jury systeml;

0) remorse.

31. tt is an additional mitigating factor that Respondent has agreed to resotve this

matter at an early stage of the proceedings

32. Based on the factors set forth above, the mitigators outweigh the aggravatorc and

the presumptive sanction should be mitigated to reprimand.

VI. STIPULATED DISCPLINE

33. The parties stipulate that Respondent shall receive a reprimand for his conduct.

VII. RESTITUTION

34. No reslitution is indicated in this case.

VIII. COSTS ANI} EXPENSES

35. In light of Respondent's willingness to resolve this matter by stipulation at an early

stagc of the proceedings, Respondent shall pay attorxey fees and administrative costs of $825

in accordance with ELC 13.9(i). The Association rvill seek a money judgnrent under ELC

13.9(D if these costs are not paid within 30 days of approval of this stipulation.

Stipulation to Discipline
Page 5

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSIiL
OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIA'IION

1325 4'i Avarug Suite 600
Scarrle, WA 9E101.2539

(2tJ61727-8207
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TX. VOLUNTARYAGREEMENT

. 36. Respondent states that prior to entering into this Stipulation. he has consulterl

independent legal counsel regarding this Stipulation, that Respondent is entering into this

Stipulation voluntarily, and that no promises or threats have been made by ODC, the

Association, nor by any representative thereof, to induce the Respondent to enter into this

Stipulation except as provided herein.

3?. Once fully executed, this stipulation is a contract governed by the legal principles

applicable to contmcts, and may not be unilaterally revoked or modified by either party.

X. LIMITATIONS

38. This Stipulation is a compromise agreanent intended to resolve this matter in

accordance with the purposes of lawyer discipline while avoiding further proceedings and the

expenditure of additional resources by the Respondent and ODC. Both the Respondent

lawyer and ODC acknowledge that the result after further proceedings in this matter might

differ from fte result agrd to herein.

39. Tltis Stipulation is not binding upon ODC or the respondent as a statement of all

existing faets relating to the professional conduct of the respondent lawyer, and any additional

existing facts may be proven in any subsequent disciplinary proceedings.

40. This Stipulation results &om the consideration of various factors by both parties,

including the benefits to both by promptly resotving this marter without ttre time and expense

of hearings, Disciplinary Board appeals, and Supreme Court appeals or petitions for review.

As such, approval of this Slipulation will not constituie precedent in determining the

appropriate sanction to be imposed in other cases; but, if approved, this Stipulation will be

admissible in subsequent proceedings against Respondent to the same extent as any other

Stipulation to Disciplinc
Page 6

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

1315 rl'h Avsnue. Suire 6fi)
Scn(ls WA 9tl0l-2539
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appnrved Stipulation.

41. Under'BLC 3.I{b), att documents that lhrur tlr* reqord,bsftrrs tho Heoring Qffic{,r

for his or her review become public information on flpproval of tlrc Sripularirrn by rhe He*ring

Offieer, unless discltrsure is restrictetl hy orrler: or rule of lalrr.

42. If this $fipulatiou is ap$rcved by tho llearing O,*Iicet, it rvill bc {trllorved by the

disciplittary action agresd to in this Stlir,ulation. AIl nnriees required in the Rules lbr:

Enfbrcement of Lawyer Corrduct rvill be made.

:: :::i., i a3; trthisg ffi,t*lnat,*Bprnffilt$'itai*:lmXtt*tficcr,,thii S"riir,nariui *iii,na*e

no fsr,s.e nf effict' and rreilher it nor the fact of its Execution wil] tre,*rlmissible m evidenee in

thepending.disOipltnary proceetling, in any,subsequsnt disciplinary proceedhrg or in any cir.il

or crinrinal action.

'W,HEREfORf; thg lrndersigned b*ing t'ully *clvised, arlopt and a$ree !a this Stipulation

to Diseipline as set forth above.

Dated: *"1*.fua=*

Dqbra Slater, Baf No" I 8,346
Discipltnarglsou*rel

Datetr: ekfu

Stipulotion t* IJirreiBf ilre
Pngc ?

0rFKH uF btxfirlr!{}\ItY flt}Li;"€EL
0!r TI I li WASII I hlc tol'i $"h\rli frA.R *$,$OC|AT}$N

t-U$ .{it' Al*nre. Silitc fi{J0

$firtL-, trt:.{ 9S I (l1.?5:ts

(t0617:?1"3r?
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