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DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 In re 

  JOSEPHINE C. TOWNSEND, 

  Lawyer (Bar No. 31965). 

 

 

Proceeding No.  

ODC File No(s). 24-01415 

STATEMENT OF ALLEGED 
MISCONDUCT UNDER ELC 9.3(b)(1) 

 
 

The following constitutes a Statement of Alleged Misconduct under Rule 9.3(b)(1) of the 

Washington Supreme Court’s Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC). 

I.  ADMISSION TO PRACTICE 

1. Respondent Josephine C. Townsend was admitted to the practice of law in the State 

of Washington on November 29, 2001. 

II.  ALLEGED FACTS  

2. On July 3, 2025, the Attorney General of Washington filed an Amended Information 

charging Respondent with two counts of forgery as follows: 

COUNT 1 
On or about July 17 and through July 18, 2024, the defendant, JOSEPHINE C. 
TOWNSEND, in the County of Clark, State of Washington, with intent to injure 
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or defraud, did false make, complete, or alter a written instrument, and/or did 
possess, utter, offer, dispose of, or put off as true a written instrument which she 
knew to be forged, said instrument being Order Modifying Protection Order, Clark 
County Cause 23-2-09215-06, protecting Angela Foss and restraining Travon 
Santiago, dated April 25, 2024; contrary to Revised Code of Washington 
9A.60.020(1)(Maximum Penalty – Five (5) years imprisonment and/or a $10,000 
fine pursuant to RCW 9A.60.020(3) and RCW 9A.20.021(1)(c), plus restitution 
and assessments.) 
 

COUNT 2 
On or about July 17 and through July 18, 2024, the defendant, JOSEPHINE C. 
TOWNSEND, in the County of Clark, State of Washington, with intent to injure 
or defraud, did false make, complete, or alter a written instrument, and/or did 
possess, utter, offer, dispose of, or put off as true a written instrument which she 
knew to be forged, said instrument being Clark County Cause 23-2-09215-6 
Motion for New Hearing Under CR 60, declaration purportedly signed by Travon 
Santiago and filed July 18, 2024; contrary to Revised Code of Washington 
9A.60.020(1)(Maximum Penalty – Five (5) years imprisonment and/or a $10,000 
fine pursuant to RCW 9A.60.020(3) and RCW 9A.20.021(1)(c), plus restitution 
and assessments.) 
 
3. Forgery is a class C felony. RCW 9A.60.020(1). 

4. The Amended Information also charged Respondent with two counts of identity theft 

in the second degree as follows: 

COUNT 3 
On or about July 17 and through July 18, 2024 the defendant, JOSEPHINE C. 
TOWNSEND, in the County of Clark, State of Washington, did knowingly use or 
transfer a means of identification of another person, to-wit: Scott Weber, with the 
intent to commit or to aid the commission of any crime; contrary to Revised Code 
of Washington 9.35.020(Maximum Penalty – Five (5) years imprisonment and/or 
a $10,000 fine pursuant to RCW 9A.60.020(3) and RCW 9A.20.021(1)(c), plus 
restitution and assessments.). 
 

COUNT 4 
On or about July 17 and through July 18, 2024 the defendant, JOSEPHINE C. 
TOWNSEND, in the County of Clark, State of Washington, did knowingly use or 
transfer a means of identification of another person, to-wit: Suzan Clark, with the 
intent to commit or to aid the commission of any crime; contrary to Revised Code 
of Washington 9.35.020(Maximum Penalty – Five (5) years imprisonment and/or 
a $10,000 fine pursuant to RCW 9A.60.020(3) and RCW 9A.20.021(1)(c), plus 
restitution and assessments.). 
 
5. Identity Theft in the Second Degree is a class C felony. RCW 9.35.020. 
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6. On July 14, 2025, the court held a bench trial in State v. Townsend, Clark County 

Superior Court No. 24-1-03277-06. 

7. On July 30, 2025, the court found Townsend found guilty as charged in the Amended 

Information. 

8. Respondent’s sentencing has not yet been held. 

III.  ALLEGED MISCONDUCT. 

9. By committing the crime of identity theft in the second degree, Respondent violated 

RPC 8.4(b) and RPC 8.4(c). 

10. By committing the crime of forgery, Respondent violated RPC 8.4(b) and RPC 

8.4(c). 

 

DATED this ______ day of _______________, 2025. 

 
____________________________________ 
Claire Carden, Bar No. 50590 
Disciplinary Counsel 

19 August
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